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hurrying up the cavalry of the Kussian right wing. He
was mortally wounded as he moved to the front.

Following up the retreating Kussians, the French lost
heavily. Dupont had now succeeded in defeating the two
regiments opposed to him, and was nearing Georgenthal.

In this moment of victory, Bernadotte heard firing
behind him at Mohrungen, but was unable to judge of the
strength of the force which had, apparently, taken him in
rear. Abandoning, therefore, the pursuit, he marched his
men back on Mohrungen.*

The cause of the noise was an inroad of Eussian cavalry
upon the baggage in Mohrungen. Gallitzin, with the cavalry
of the left wing, had reached Alt-Beichau, and sent forward
3 squadrons, under Dolgoruki, supported by 6 more under
Pahlen, to reconnoitre through the defile between the Narien
and Maiming lakes.f This force, reaching the western side
of the lakes at nightfall, moved on Mohrungen, which they
found almost denuded of troops, but full of baggage, and
supply columns. The place was promptly attacked, its
defenders captured, and the baggage plundered. Beyond it,
the cavalry met Bernadotte, retracing his steps with his
troops, and was compelled to retreat, carrying with them
some 360 French prisoners, 200 released Eussian and Prussian
prisoners, and a quantity of plunder.^ They lost, however,

* Bernadotte (Arch. Hist.) points out the danger of his position, liable,
as he was, if defeated, to be cut from Bivaud'sjdivision at Osterode.

t According to Danilewski, the sound of the battle at Mohrungen did not,
owing to the stormy weather, reach Gallrtzm, so that Dolgoruki's arrival was, in
a sense, accidental (see Hcepfner, in. 185).

J According to Wilson (p. 35, note) they found in Bernadotte's personal
baggage 12,500 ducats which he had levied for himself in Elbmg, as well
as a quantity of plate bearing the arms of minor German states, from which
it had been take a. Bernadotte's servant, when asked to point out his
master's property, denied that these articles were part of it. They were, how-
ever, found in the marshal's own quarters, and in such quantity that he could
hardly have been ignorant of their presence. If this story is correct, the future
King of Sweden cuts but a sorry figure in the episode. His own account (Arch,
Hist,) of the movements of his corps omits all mention of the irruption of
Russian cavalry into Mohrungen.